Frequently such a prosodic phoneme is limited to one occurrence (or sometimes two) within a word. The occurrence of two such prosodic phonemes in two consecutive syllables within a word is relatively 9. infrequent.
If it is posited th&t there may be some such unrecorded prosodic phoneme in Inibaloi, then it appears likely that the occurrence of Class A consonants in intervocalic positions would be conditioned by it.
STRESS CONDITIONING
For the prosodic features of Inibaloi it has proved difficult to identify contrasts. However, a few stress differences have been observed. E.g. shown to describe all of this data accurately,
CONSONANTAL COMPONENTS
If the investigation outlined above should demonstrate that stress (and any other prosodic features) are non-phonemic, being conditioned by a combination of word syllable patterns and consonant classes, two phonemic descriptions are possible. As mentioned in section 1, the members of Class A and Class B may be described as ten distinct consonantal phonemes.
Alternatively, Class A and Class B may be described as each containing the same five consonantal phonemes, and the members of one class (Class A, say) as each containing a sixth componential phoneme fused with the consonantal phoneme. 5 Under this latter description the allomorphic alternation of "consonants" in intervocalic position would be described as a shift in the placement of the componential phoneme, while the consonantal phonemes remain unchanged. This method of handling the allomorphic alternation would be analogous to the one which would be used if stress should be phonemic.
